
 Is it June already?!  Wow, I am glad 

for summertime and vacations, but I wish 

we could take a break and ease into things. 

 This has been a busy year.  The sea-

sons have come and gone and brought 

changes with them.  A great deal has hap-

pened: 

¶ The Vestryôs mission-based style of 

supporting ministries with a simple 

concept - ñHow can we help you?ò 

¶ The Columbarium Boardôs comple-

tion of one of their three phases for 

our outdoor area. 

¶ The architectsô drawings and samples 

of what we might expect for the edu-

cation building. 

 And, we are just beginning to live into 

some others, too.  They are really not 

ñpassingôsò and you canôt call them 

ñchangesò, but they affect us all.  Jane Hill 

has retired as Director of the Preschool 

and Elizabeth Melvin has retired as coor-

dinator for our Sunday Schoolôs upper 

grades. 

 In their own unique ways, each of 

these women made a most lasting and 

wonderful mark upon St. Johnôs call to 

education.  For the past few decades, from 

the national church down to individual 

parishes, Episcopalians have reclaimed the 

most important mission for us - the educa-

tion of ourselves and our young as Chris-

tians.  St. Johnôs has been blessed to have 

had the devotion, compassion and energy 

in these two most important members of 

the parish. 

 Now, just as suddenly as summer-

time has come, so too has the time come 

for us to take in hand what they have 

done and to build upon it.  We can ease 

into the able transition that has taken 

place in the Preschool as Kristen Baron 

steps in as our new Preschool Director.  

But we cannot simply ease into a change 

for our Sunday mornings.  It is time for 

us to look afresh at our educational 

efforts on Sundays.  It is time for us to 

look afresh at ourselves and our forma-

tion and education as Christians. 

 Called to Teach and Learn is a pub-

lication prepared over 10 years ago by 

our National Convention.  It still pro-

vides a lively basis of what we need to 

be about as an Episcopal Congregation.  

In the course of the weeks ahead, we will 

be examining and implementing its 

insights into who we are and where we 

need to go. 

 June is upon us and is the time for 

recreation.  But never forget that with the 

addition of a simple hyphen recreation 

becomes re-creationðtaking part in 

Godôs ongoing power to build up and 

renew. 

 It is interesting to note that in June 

there are some key days of remem-

brance: St. Barnabas, who served with 

Paul to reach out to the world; the birth-

day of our namesake, John the Baptist, 

who brought people to meet Jesus; and 

St. Peter and St. Paul.  Each of them was 

a key player in sharing the Good News 

just as we need to be as people Called to 

Teach and Learn.      Jerry Fisher 
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Kudos to the 

columbarium team 

for a job very well 

done.  Special 

thanks to Frank 

Sullivan ("doubting 

Frank", as he is now 

known, because he thought it would 

never happen), Julie Arthur, and 

Mike Morse.  The columbarium 

makes such a HUGE difference in 

the appearance of our grounds. 

And, Will Grantlin did a great job 

with the actual landscaping work. 

More kudos to those who are 

paying down their capital campaign  

pledges. It is the cash flow, after all, 

that makes possible the progress we 

are seeing .  For progress to 

continue, we must maintain the 

cash flow.  And, believe me, not so 

visible work is continuing on the 

education building and the parking.  

Soon we will have visible progress in 

these areas, too. We can all be proud 

of what we have accomplished and 

even more proud of what is to come.  

We just have to continue our support! 

I read today (5/22/07), in the Wall 

Street Journal, that food pantries 

nationwide are suffering a downturn 

in contributions from ñmistakes in 

productionò, dented cans, and other 

mistakes by producers, distributors, 

and others in the food chain.  To feed 

the hungry, one of the admonitions 

of Jesus himself, we will all have to 

step up and help fill the gap, 

especially during the summer 

season. I know you have heard about 

this in church, but it can't be 

emphasized too strongly. To feed 

the hungry is our Christian 

obligation. 

I hope every one of you has a 

great summer.  Church goes on.  

Please attend every Sunday you're in 

town!! 
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JUNE EPISTLE  

Weôll escort them into the nave with 

a little Pentecost Fanfare at the 

Peace. We hope you can make it! 

SUMMER SUNDAYS 

 Summer Sundays begin on June 

10. The program is appropriate for 

those children who have just com-

pleted our Junior Pre-K class 

through Grade 6.  I believe those 

older children (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

who choose to join us will not only 

learn some new things, they will 

also serving as great role models 

and helpers for the younger partici-

pants.  

 This program relies heavily upon 

the support of parishioners. While 

we wonôt turn our regular teachers 

CHURCH SCHOOL  

 Our last regular session of Sun-

day School for the ô06-ô07 year was 

May 20. Please remember to offer 

your personal heartfelt ñThank youò 

to the teachers who gave so gener-

ously of their time this year! We 

also want to thank the children for 

participating and their parents for 

bringing them. 

PENTECOST 

 On May 27, Ann Holmes and 

Jessica Graber have planned a de-

lightful Pentecost Lesson and Cele-

bration for the Junior Pre-K through 

6th graders. Parents may drop off 

their children in the chapel room of 

the education building at 10 a.m. 

away if they sign up, we would love 

to give them a short break from 

teaching during the summer months. 

It is a wonderful opportunity to make 

a connection with the children of St. 

Johnôs and we hope youôll try it.  

 A sign-up poster and copies of the 

lessons are in the narthex. To help 

volunteers feel more comfortable, 

two meetings are planned to go over 

a suggested structure and answer any 

questions that might be on your 

mind. Please join us in the chapel 

room of the education building on 

Sunday, June 3 at 9 a.m. or 

Wednesday, June 6 at 7 p.m. to 

learn more.              Ann Holmes 

Christian Education Pre-K through 6th Grade 


